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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located near Woodland, California the Moore House i1s a two-story
rectangular building with a one-story kitchen attached. In style it is
basically a vernacular rendition of a simple Federal farmhouse with
Victorian details. The Moore House is of brick comstruction and is

now covered with stucco. The building measures approximately 30 x 20
feet, plus the 12 x 15-foot kitchen which is attached to the rear. The
fenestration is symmetrical on the two-story portion of the house. The
east elevation has eight 12 pane double hung 2 sash windows. Two windows
are located on either side of the door which is in the center on both
stories. The first story door is now recessed, but it was originally
flush with the wall. The original porch, which surrounded the house, has
been removed and has been replaced with a colonial revival porch. The
original door on the second story has been replaced with two louvred doors.
The front wall is fitted with a boxed cornice, heavy sawn and carved brackets
mounted on a frieze. The house is covered with a gabled roof. There
were originally four chimneys but only three remain. The south elevation
has been altered by removing the porch. A door to the attached kitchen
has been replaced with a window. The eaves and gable returns are fitted
with heavy sawn and carved brackets mounted on a frieze. The west
elevation has been altered by the removal of the porch and the closing

of a second-story door. Otherwise the fenestration remains unchanged as
do the brackets and boxed cornice and frieze. A partially enclosed

porch has been added to the kitchen. The north elevation has a remnant
of the original porch, but a sleeping porch has been added to the porch
roof. A railing with colonial revival details has been added to the
porch. Fenestration, brackets, frieze, and other comnstruction details
are unchanged. All of the alterations listed above are reversible.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Moore House is significant for its historic associatiomns

with the agricultural development of Yolo County. The house is the
oldest known surviving residence in Yolo County and is significant for
its craftsmanship and detailing.

James Moore was one of the early settlers in Yolo County having
immigrated from Pennsylvania where he had manufactured fanning mills
for cleaning grain. He journeyed to California in 1849, worked in the
Mariposa mines, and engaged in the livestock raising business in
Sacramento County. Moore moved to Yolo County in 1854 and built the
James Moore House for his family.

Moore was a pioneer in the development of irrigation in Yolo County.

In 1856 he built Moore Dam on Cache Creek about five miles northwest

of his ranch. This dam served to divert water from the creek into a
ditch which Moore also constructed. The water then flowed through
Moore's property and emptied into Willow Slough several miles southeast
of Moore's. This dam and canal laid the basis for the Moore Ditch
Company which is now known as the Clear Lake Water Company. This project
earned Moore the title of "Father of Irrigation" in Yolo County. Moore's
reputation in irrigation was such that he was hired by the State to
engineer other large scale water projects.

After Moore's death in 1884, the house passed out of family ownership.
During the great depression of the 1930's, the Moore House stood empty
and homeless workers used it as a sleeping place. From the 1940's to
the present, the house has had three owners; each has made efforts to
restore the building. The present owners are presently trying to
reverse damage caused by improper maintenance techniques.

Because of the combination of Federal style farmhouse with Victorian
details, the Moore House may be said to be unique in Yolo County.
Although there have been numerous alterations, the building's essential
design and characteristics, and integrity remain. As the oldest

known residence in Yolo County, the Moore House is an important artifact
of the formative years in the development of California agriculture.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

'Eh nominated property is located approximately one mile west of Plainfield
gool at the end of County Road 25A, on approximatel 1/[,, acre of land in
Yolo County, California. (See accompanying parcel mapg
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